Primary spinal epidural non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in a child.
Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma usually involves the central nervous system by metastatic disease. Primary spinal epidural non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (PSENL) is a relatively rare cause of spinal cord compression. It mainly occurs in adults past the 4th or 5th decades. This entity is even rarer in children. The proper treatment modalities are controversial in adults with PSENL. Radiotherapy is the main strategy after surgery; the role of chemotherapy is uncertain. Therapeutic experience in childhood PSENL is extremely limited. We report a 10-year-old boy presenting with backache and bilateral lower leg weakness after minor trauma. Small non-cleaved cell non-Hodgkin's lymphoma of the epidural space was proven after subtotal tumor removal. Other investigations including computed tomography of the chest and abdomen, bone scan, gallium scan, bone marrow aspiration, and cerebrospinal fluid study were all negative for occult disease. The patient received combined therapy with irradiation and chemotherapy after surgery. Esophageal stricture resulting from radiotherapy developed during treatment and colon interposition was performed. He has remained disease free 42 months after the diagnosis with normal functional status.